ASA grading: a step forward.
ASA grading is universally used as a predictor of postoperative outcome. It has been incorporated as part of the WHO checklist to make everyone involved in patient care aware of the patient's physical status, and infer a possible postoperative outcome. Everyone in theatre involved in the care of the patient is aware of the patient's physical status, except the patient! This article is an innovative way of representing ASA physical status to enhance patient involvement and understanding, and to facilitate shared decision making.